NEWBERRY OPERA HOUSE

Tne Newberry Opara House was completod In 1381 at a cost of $30,000. C.L. Norman,
architect from Columbla, $.C., designed the French Gothis Inspired structure. The bulicing
was designad as a place of anturlalnmgnt for the local cllizenry and ss a seat of Govemment
for the city. Tha bullding is an exceliant example of Victorlan civio eclectic architectura.,
During excavation tha original brick stroets wers discovared and restored. The building was
constructed with brick from thres lacal brickyards. The granfta used in the construction came
from & quatry approximately two miles outside of tha city limfts. Local erafismen's and

artisans' talents In woodworking and masonry wors ussd throughout tha construction of the
original buiiding.

Tha original deslgn called for the first ficor to housa the fire ongline room, councli chambars, &
clerk's office, a police officer, and three jall calls, The second fleor was a hail 53 by 52 feet
with a stage 29 by 52 feel. The floor had an inclinallon of two foet four inches from the rear of
the hall to the stage. In connection with the hall wera a ticket office, a "gresn room®, a
cloakroom, and three dressing rooms,

The building had & tawer 130 fest high topped with a garfish weather vane, end the tower
haused an E. Howard Towar town clock, which was 90 eet from the ground.

A gas fighting system wsas installed with a raflactor, or "sun bumer®, for added brilllanca. Drop

curtaitts and seven scenes of sets for the siage were available, Ona 50BN\, 4 landscape,
survived le the late 20th cemtury.

The Opara House quickly bacame known as ™he entertainment cantar of tha Midlands™. On
15 stage appearad tauring compenlas of MNaw York plays, minstrel and variaty shows, famed
vocalists and lactirers, magicians and mind readars, novally acts and boxing exhitions,
The Opera Hasa was used not only by professional parformers, bit also by the community.
Meelings, dances, college commancement exardses, and musicals wera hald in the
audlforium.

Siont "moving picturea” wara shown at the Opera House [n the sarly 1900's. A "Thomas
Edison Tallkie" was presented in ths late teens. ltusad a phonegraph record for sound.

Slowly, movies replacad the big stage shows, and in the 1820's the Opera House was
Temedaied as a movis thaater,

In 1252 with the showing of “The Qutiaw,” the Opera Houge wes clossd 2s a movie theater.
By 1959, thare was talk about tearing It down, but a public outcry stopped tha wracking ball.
The Newberry Historical Soclety In 1968 promotad tha presarvation of the Opsra House, as

did several offwr community groups. In 1970 the bullding was placsd on tha National Register
of Hisloric Places.

The City of Newbary vacated ihe bullding in 1952, The exterior restorafion and window
reptacament were completed in 1994, The interlor renovation was begun In 1998, An
additional 16,000 scuare feat was added to the original building in ardsr to creats a full
theatrical production faclity. The tofal cost of the renovation wes approximately $5,500,000.

The area that is now the Lobby eriginally housed city offices, including the fail. It was

lowerad approximately faur fet from ita original elevation. The phona booth was forinerly the
ticket booth (usad upstairs) and was kept bacausa of its antimentsl vaiue.

N Oniy the stairs on the north side are orginal; they wera dupiicated on ths south side to

i improve access and egress. A second stalr had been bullt (and removed) on the exterior to
[ pravide direst acvess io tha balcony for “colored” patrans,

rainforced from below to allow the insteliation of new seats. HC seatlng is sccomplished at
the gallerdas. A parfieutar challangs was lighting control, accomplished by a muttiayer
assembly of window, storm sash, blackoul shadss and shutters. The original eeiling was
removerd and replaced with a combination of fabric and 1-1/4" gypsum waltboard, eifectively
Increasing the acoustical volume of the reom, The sriginal baleony was replacad io achiove
acceptable sightiines. The galleries, befleved to have existad originally, wera added o
increase Inlimacy, ralse seat court and 10 mest minimat sxit requirements.

. @ The auditorium seats 425, intluding the balcony. The wood ficor is original, having baan

e A new stoal frame was Inserted at tha slage to support rigging. The staga floor rests on
neoprena pads, providing the resllience necessary to suppert dance programming,

Thae rehaarsal room Is approdmately the same size as the stage and is joined lo it by 3

preumatically seaterd sliding door, Tha door ard structura paamit rehearsal and padormanca
to be sonducied sirudtanaously,

Drassing rooms wers Rt into the footprint of the rehearsal room and Include a handful of "star™
@ drassing rooms as well as a larger spece for cast. This leval is generally closed to the public.

The erchestra pit was added et the leval ordginally used for dressing rooms. After discovery
® of graffil from sarlior parformers, the tradition was continued In the rencvated fcllty.

History from the Newberry Opera House website: www.newbermyoperahouse.com.
Drawings and guide prepared for the American Instliute of Architects South Carolina
Chapter by Craig, Gaulden and Davig, Inc. ©1999
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Newberry Opera House

LINE SET SCHEDULE

Line Set — Purpose

1. #1 Black Legs

2. #1 Electric
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